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Coniferous & Evergreen Varieties - 
 

Pine Varieties:  
 
Lodgepole Pine  —  Pinus contorta 
 

Zone: 3-4  

 
Height: 70’–80’ 

 
Spread: 20’ 

 
Description: Slow to medium growth rate, 

approximately 12’’-24’’ per year. Has long, 

slender, pole-like trunk, which is orange-

brown to brownish-grey in color. Needles  

are yellowish-green to dark green. Likes full 

sun to partial shade.  

 
 
Vanderwolf Pine  —  Pinus flexilis ‘Vanderwolf’s Pyramid 

 
 Zone: 3-4 

 
Height: 20’-30’ 

 
Spread: 10’-15’ 

 
Description: Pyramid shape pine with long, 

silver-blue needles that are twisted in shape. 

Have dense, flexible branches. Medium growth 

rate, about 1’-3’ per year. Low maintenance 

tree. Prefers full sun to partial shade.  
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Tannenbaum Mugo Pine  —  Pinus Mugo ‘Tannenbaum’ 
 
 Zone: 3-4 

 
Height: 12’-18’ 

 
Spread: 6’-12’ 

 
Description: Only single-stemmed Mugo Pine. 

This dense Mugo stays fairly small, and has a  

slow growth rate. Perfect for small areas and 

screening. Needles are dark green to dark 

blueish-green. Very hardy tree, especially in  

frigid temperatures, does well against winter 

burn. Full to partial sun.  

 
 
 
Rostrata Mugo Pine  —  Pinus Mugo var. rostrata 

 
Zone: 3 

 
Height: 10’-15’ 

 
Spread: 6’-9’ 

 
Description: Multi-stem dense, compact 

Mugo with bright green needles. Tree form 

Mugo pine that is very slow growing. Growth 

rate is about 6’’-12’’ annually. Prefers full to 

partial shade. 
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Dwarf Mugo Pine  —  Pinus mugo  

Zone: 2-4 

 
Height: 3’-5’ 

 
Spread: 6’-10’ 

 
Sun Exposure: Full Sun to Partial Shade 

 
Description: Small, dense, compact shrub 

that grows in a spreading habit with upswept 

branches. Needles are dark green and grow 

in bundles of 2. Prune new growth to keep 

compact habit. Very drought resistant.  

Deer resistant.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Limber Pine  —  Pinus flexilis 

 
Zone:  4 

 
Height: 25’-45’ 

 
Spread: 15’-25’ 

 
Description: Large multi-stem pine tree  

with dark blue-green needles and scaly  

gray-brown bark. This pine is hardy in cold 

areas and has great defense against winter 

burn. Prefers full sun to part shade.   
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Swiss Stone Pine  —  Pinus Cembra 
 

Zone: 3 

 
Height: 25’-30’ 

 
Spread: 10’-20’ 

 
Description: Dense, some-what pyramidal 

form with semi-flat top and slightly 

drooping branches. Needles are  

blue-green to light green and stay  

that color throughout the year.  

Bark is dark brown when mature.  

Slow growth rate. 

 

 
 
 
Bristle Cone Pine  —  Balfourianae  

 
Zone: 4 

 
Height: 15’-30’ 

 
Spread: 15’-20’ 

 
Description: This pine tree is the oldest 

living tree in the world. It has dark green 

needles with tiny white dots that grow in 

bunches of 5. This is a very slow growing 

tree. The same needles can remain on the 

tree for up to 40 years. Cones are reddish in 

color and have bristles on the top, giving it 

its name. This pine has more open look, 

with twisted, gnarled branches that are 

dark brown. Very drought tolerant and  

cold hardy. Prefers full sun.   
 
 



 
46 

Ponderosa Pine  —  Pinus Ponderosa 
Zone: 3-4 

Height: 60’-100’ 

Spread: 25’-30’ 

Sun Exposure: Full Sun 

Description: Large, pyramidal tree with a straight, 

reddish-brown trunk. Long 4’’-8’’ needles grow in 

bundles of 3 and are olive green to green-yellow in 

color. Cones develop in spring and are red. Grows at 

a medium rate, about 1’-2’ per year. Highly drought 

tolerant. Attracts deer.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
Western White Pine  —  Pinus monticola 

Zone: 3-4 

Height: 60’-80’ 

Spread: 15’-20’ 

Sun Exposure: Full Sun to Partial Shade 

Description: Large, fast growing pine with  

a brilliant white trunk. Growing habit is 

pyramidal in shape with an open branching 

structure. Needles grow in bundles of 5 and 

are long, soft, and dark blue-green in color. 

Cold hardy. Idaho state tree. Deer browse 

needles.  
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Spruce Varieties:  

Black Hill Spruce  —  Picea glauca  

Zone: 2-4 

Height: 30’-45’ 

Spread: 15’-25’ 

Sun Exposure: Full Sun to Partial Shade 

Description: Large, pyramidal shaped tree 

with an ashy gray-brown central trunk. 

Needles are individually attached and vary in 

color from dark green to dark blue. Slow 

growing, less than 1ft per year. Drought 

tolerant. Porcupines eat bark, but deer rarely 

are attracted.    

 

 

 

Colorado Spruce  —  Picea pungens 

Zone: 2-4 

Height: 50’-75’ 

Spread: 10’-20’ 

Sun Exposure: Full Sun to Partial Shade 

Description: Large, pyramidal shaped tree 

with rigid, tiered branches. Needles are 

individually attached and are sharp to touch. 

They range in color from dark green to silver 

blue. Very cold hardy. Excellent for large scale 

wind blocks. Low maintenance. Deer very 

seldom damage this tree.   
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Cupressina Norway Spruce  —  Picea abies ‘Cupressina’ 

 

Zone: 4 

Height: 15’-25’ 

Spread: 5’-8’ 

Sun Exposure: Full Sun 

Description: Large, columnar 

evergreen tree that is great for tight 

spots. Has dark green needles that are 

slightly curved. Limbs are closely set 

and vertical creating a very uniform 

look. Withstands heavy snow loads. 

Cold hardy. Deer do not like this tree.  

 

 

Engelmann Spruce  —  Picea engelmannii 

Zone: 3 

Height: 60’-80’ 

Spread: 15’-20’ 

Sun Exposure: Full Sun to Partial Shade 

Description: Large tree with individually 

attached needles that are dark blue-green. 

Dense, short, sweeping branches that spread 

in close rows. This spruce is more narrow and 

spire-like than the Colorado Spruce. Cold 

hardy. Deer resistant.  
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Norway Spruce  —  Picea abies 

Zone: 3-4 

Height: 50’-60’ 

Spread: 15’-25’ 

Sun Exposure: Full Sun 

Description: Large, dense, fast growing, 

pyramidal spruce with dark green needles. 

(Fastest growing of spruce trees) Needles  

are individually attached. Branches are  

strong and slightly weeping, when mature.  

Cold hardy. Deer resistant.  

 

 

 

Serbian Spruce  —  Picea omorika 

Zone: 4 

Height: 50’-60’ 

Spread: 20’-25’ 

Sun Exposure: Full Sun 

Description: Tall, slender, spruce with 

upswept branches. Needles are dark green 

and gloss with 4, small, distinct white 

streaks. Branches are cascading and bark is 

dark brown. Purple cones set it apart from 

other spruce. Deer tend to leave it alone.  
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Fir Varieties: 

Subalpine Fir  —  Abies lasiocarpa  

Zone: 4 

Height: 50’-70’ 

Spread: 10’-15’ 

Sun Exposure: Full Sun to Partial Shade 

Description: Medium sized evergreen tree 

with flat, dark green needles that are soft to 

touch. Bark is smooth and gray and becomes 

rougher as it grows. New cones are bright 

purple that turn black as the mature.  

Not frost tender.  

 

 

 

 

Douglas Fir  —  Pseudotsuga menziesii 

Zone: 3-4 

Height: 40’-70’ 

Spread: 12’-20’ 

Sun Exposure: Full Sun to Partial Shade 

Description: Large conical fir with open, tiered 

branches that are slightly drooping. Needles 

are individually attached and are bright green 

to green yellow in color. Needles also have 

two small white bands on back side, and are 

soft to touch. Bark is thick, slightly cracked, 

and reddish brown in color. Drought tolerant. 

Deer tend to leave them alone.  
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Corkbark Fir  —  Abies lasiocarpa var. arizonica  
 
Zone: 3-4 

Height: 20’-30’ 

Spread: 15’-20’ 

Sun Exposure: Mostly Shade to Partial Sun 

Description: Large, dense, pyramidal fir with 

silver gray, furrowed, bark that is immensely 

corky to touch. (Giving it its name) Needles are 

soft, individually attached, and sea green in 

color. Cold hardy. Low hanging branches can  

be damaged due to heavy snow fall.  

 

 

 
 
 
Concolor Fir  —  Abies concolor 

Zone: 3-4 

Height: 30’-50’ 

Spread:15’-25’ 

Sun Exposure: Full Sun to Partial Shade 

Description: Slow-growing, medium sized 

dense growing fir with horizontally tiered 

branches. Needles are long, soft, and green-

blue to silver-green. Bark is smooth and gray 

when young, and furrows as it matures. 

Tolerates winter cold. Deer browse needles, 

and porcupines eat bark.  
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Juniper Varieties:  

Rocky Mountain Juniper  —  Juniperus scopulorum  

Zone: 3-4 

Height: 25’-20’ 

Spread: 8’-12’ 

Sun Exposure: Full Sun to Partial Shade 

Description: Small, erect tree that grows in a 

conical shape. Leaves are needle-like. Foliage 

is prickly and grow in whorls of 3 when young, 

and become more scale like with age. Trunk is 

thin, shredded, twisted and knotted. Bark is 

reddish-brown. Has small purple berries.  

Cold hardy. Deer resistant.  

 

 

 

Moon Glow Juniper  —  Juniperus scopulorum ‘Moonglow’ 

Zone: 3-4 

Height: 15’-20’ 

Spread: 8’-10’ 

Sun Exposure: Full Sun 

Description: Dense, compact tree with 

bright silver-blue foliage that last all year. 

Grows in a pyramidal shape with upward 

forming branches. Bark is shredded and 

reddish brown. Very drought tolerant.  

Deer resistant.    

 


